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§641.10 Purpose.

These procedures are designed to
elicit and evaluate information that
will inform the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) of the potential environ-
mental consequences of proposed U.S.
Antarctic Program (USAP) actions, so
that relevant environmental consider-
ations are taken into account by deci-
sionmakers before reaching final deci-
sions on whether or how to proceed
with proposed actions. These proce-
dures are consistent with and imple-
ment the requirements of:

(a) Executive Order 12114 as it relates
to NSF’s Antarctic activities, and

(b) the environmental assessment
provisions of the Protocol on Environ-
mental Protection to the Antarctic
Treaty.

§641.11 Policy.

It is the policy of NSF to use all
practicable means, consistent with its
authority, to ensure that potential en-
vironmental effects of actions under-
taken by NSF in Antarctica, either
independently or in cooperation with
another country, are appropriately
identified and considered during the
decisionmaking process, and that ap-
propriate environmental safeguards
which would limit, mitigate or prevent
adverse impacts on the Antarctic envi-
ronment are identified.

§641.12 Applicability.

The requirements set forth in this
part apply to all proposed projects, pro-
grams and actions authorized or ap-
proved by, or subject to the control and
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responsibility of NSF that may have an
impact on the Antarctic environment.

§641.13 Right of action

The procedures set forth in this part
establish internal procedures to be fol-
lowed by NSF in considering the poten-
tial environmental effects of actions
taken in Antarctica. Nothing in this
part shall be construed to create a
cause of action.

§641.14 Definitions.

As used in these procedures,
term:

(a) Action means a project, program
or other activity, including the adop-
tion of an official policy or formal
plan, that is undertaken, authorized,
adopted or approved by, or subject to
the control or responsibility of NSF,
the decommissioning of a physical
plant or facility, and any change in the
scope or intensity of a project, program
or action.

(b) Antarctica means the area south of
60 degrees south latitude.

(c) Antarctic environment means the
natural and physical environment of
Antarctica and its dependent and asso-
ciated ecosystems, but excludes social,
economic and other environments.

(d) Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meet-
ing means a meeting of the Parties to
the Antarctic Treaty, held pursuant to
Article 1X(1) of the Treaty.

(e) Comprehensive Environmental Eval-
uation or CEE means a study of the rea-
sonably foreseeable potential effects of
a proposed action on the antarctic en-
vironment, prepared in accordance
with the provisions of §641.18, and in-
cludes all comments thereon received
during the comment period described
in §641.18(c). A Comprehensive Environ-
mental Evaluation shall constitute an
environmental impact statement for
purposes of the Executive Order.

(f) Environmental Action Memorandum
means a document briefly describing a
proposed action and its potential im-
pacts, if any, on the antarctic environ-
ment prepared by the responsible offi-
cial when he or she determines that a
proposed action will have less than a
minor or transitory impact on the Ant-
arctic environment.

(9) Environmental document means an
initial environmental evaluation or a
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